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PRESS RELEASE
Josef Achrer: NO DATA

                          - images in which data is missing -

The Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář is pleased to present Josef Achrer’s exhibition NO DATA. At this show, Achrer introduces the next phase of his international project exploring the phenomenon of the duality of information and data. His NO DATA project is a continuation of the extensive exhibition cycle to which Achrer has been intensively devoting his time since 2013, and through which he is issuing a warning against the negative influence of the massive floods of information inundating the society of today – against our addiction to smartphones, against our level of data consumption, and against infomania.

The exhibition Josefa Achrer: NO DATA at the Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář uses the medium of painting to cast a visually critical glance at the concepts of data and information within the context of the great degree of manipulation that is introduced by the flood of information currently surging through society. Achrer is interested in the phenomenon of the massive daily flow of information and the level to which this information is consumed. He interprets and evaluates the way this information is accepted by society, and goes on to share it or work with it further, examining the way our sensitivity changes in relation to the perception of this enormous volume of information and data. With the help of the medium of painting, Achrer shares his idea that in the midst of this flood of information, there is ultimately an inflation of fact, or of records of fact. According to him, in this type of “infomanic” environment it is very difficult to speak out and capture attention.       

The entire DATA cycle started in 2013, when Achrer first visited Beijing during his residence at the Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář Studio at the CCC (Czech China Contemporary Centre). The first part of this cycle, Damaged Information, came to life in the Beijing environment, were the artist became aware of the enormous power that information has, particularly if it is accurately presented and interpreted – and of how illusory the feeling of freedom of information is. Concepts such as “dataism” and “infomanic society” became firmly embedded in Achrer’s artistic works, and they do not fulfil merely a socially critical function. 
“Achrer is a quiet and unusually focused painter – in his works he warns against the dramatic misuse of electronic data, and against the inability to come to terms with the floods of this data. The NO DATA exhibition is an intimate sample of today’s monumental painting,” says gallerist Zdeněk Sklenář, who is also the exhibition curator.

Josef Achrer’s new cycle of paintings, displayed in an intimately tempered installation at the Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, reflects the artist’s attitude towards these negative tendencies. The paintings contain a certain romanticising hint of landscapes, in which, according to the artist, there is no data.

“NO DATA is the last accessible information. It forms the boundaries of an enormous data space and it is highly likely that the majority of us will never encounter it again. I don’t know exactly why, but I have an urgent need to communicate this message through painting, through romantic landscapes, and to engrave it on the top of my worktable,” says Josef Achrer about his exhibition project.

Josef Achrer summarised his thoughts about the theory of “dataism” at the Theory of Dataism exhibition held this year at the prestigious Today Art Museum in Beijing, as well as in his  Manifesto of Dataism and the Infomanic Society, in which the well-known art historian Lü Peng and the painter Wu Yi both expressed their admiration of his work. The Manifesto of Dataism and the Infomanic Society and the exhibition catalogue entitled RGB3D/01/DATA/240x169,5MM/2015/16 received the Most Beautiful Book of the Year Award
in the Catalogue Category in 2016. 

About the artist:


Josef Achrer (1982)

Josef Achrer is a graduate of the Painting Studio headed by Michael Rittstein at the Academy of a Fine Arts in Prague. In 2012, he received the Art Critics’ Award for Young Painting. He is a former member of the no longer existing OBR art group. His portfolio includes 
a number of solo and collective exhibitions in both the Czech Republic and abroad. This includes his extensive exhibition activities at prestigious art institutions in China – the Today Art Museum in Beijing, the L-Art Gallery in Chengdu, and the Baijia Lake Museum in Nanjing. Together with Krištof Kintera and Marek Číhal, he held a collective exhibition at the Ludwig Museum in Koblenz, Germany, as a part of the project 
Prague Power Boost – Kintera / Achrer / Číhal.
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For more information about the exhibition or to request photos in print resolution, please contact Martina Hořejšová at galerie@zdeneksklenar.cz or at +420 602 344 191.
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