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Zdeněk Sklenář – Ancient Greek Myths and Legends 
Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář 

Mariánská 1097, Litomyšl

16 July – 24 September 2017

Opening Hours: Friday to Sunday, from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm
PRESS RELEASE
Zdeněk Sklenář – Ancient Greek Myths and Legends
The Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář in Litomyšl is pleased to present an exhibition of the illustrations by the painter, graphic artist, and illustrator Zdeněk Sklenář (1910–1986), which the artist made to accompany Eduard Petiška’s legendary book Staré řecké báje a pověsti (Ancient Greek Myths and Legends). The book was first published in 1964, but the illustrations that made it famous have never been presented in any comprehensive way. A new edition of the book was published by Argo Press in 2017. 
These celebrated illustrations, made to accompany one of the best-known books by Eduard Petiška and depicting the magical world of Greek mythology – its pantheon of gods, its legendary heroes, and its fabulous monsters – are on display at the Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář in Litomyšl until 24 September 2017. This is the first time that Sklenář’s drawings, which made the book famous, are presented in their entirety. The illustrations, based on motifs from the ancient Greek myths that the artist studied in detail, were made between 1961 and 1964. Sklenář created an entirely new type of illustration specifically for Petiška’s book, using an aquarelle pencil technique – coloured pencil drawings, that melt into damp paper.  
“This exhibition of Zdeněk Sklenář’s illustrations arouses awe, a feeling of intimate knowledge – there is probably not a single person who does not know the book Ancient Greek Myths and Legends as illustrated by Zdeněk Sklenář. Today, it is known as one of the iconic literary works of the 1960s,” according to the exhibition’s curator, the gallerist Zdeněk Sklenář.
The basis Zdeněk Sklenář used for his illustrations originated in his study of books on Greek mythology – books were always one the of the artist’s passions and played an important role in his art. Starting in 1967, Sklenář headed the Illustration and Graphics Studio at the Academy of Arts, Architecture & Design in Prague and, at the same time, was also the head of the Department of Painting, Graphics, Animation, and Puppet Film. 

Sklenář also found inspiration for his work during his 1946 visit to the Louvre Museum. “It was specifically Zdeněk Sklenář’s stay in Paris that defined the foundation for his later illustrations for Ancient Greek Myths and Legends. The entire set of illustrations has been preserved in its entirety and I consider it to contain a universal message of what Greek civilisation is truly about,” adds gallerist Sklenář.
In addition, a special bibliophile edition of Ancient Greek Myths and Legends will be published this year.
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Zdeněk Sýkora 97 – Grafické listy 1993-2011
z Edice Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář
31 May – 2 September 2017

Salvátorská 6, Prague 1

Czech Republic

 
The Dawn of Zdeněk Sklenář
PRINTS 1934–1985
23 June – 24 September 2017
The Gallery of Modern Art in Hradec Králové

 

Josef Pleskot’s 2ar(t)
24/7, starting on 17 June 2017

Mariánská ulice, Litomyšl
Czech Republic
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