Markus Lüpertz, A. R. Penck and their student, Lubomír Typlt

Zdeněk Sklenář Gallery 1 June - 30 July 2011

At its space in Prague, Zdeněk Sklenář Gallery is presenting two major protagonists of contemporary German painting, Markus Lüpertz and A. R. Penck. The exhibition will also present Czech artist Lubomír Typlt, who studied with the two internationally-recognised artists. 

Markus Lüpertz and A. R. Penck are already established figures on the international art scene. Their oeuvres are cited in leading international art encyclopaedias and their paintings and sculptures can be found in all the major museums and galleries on each continent. Both represent and symbolise the period when expressiveness ruled and German painting returned to its roots. Czechs sense an important connection to their personalities: Markus Lüpertz was born in Bohemia and A. R. Penck in the former East Germany, where he spent the majority of his life. 
Markus Lüpertz was born in Liberec (Reichenberg) in 1941. When the Sudeten Germans were expelled from the country, he and his family were forced to emigrate to the Rhineland in 1948. From 1956 till 1961, Lüpertz studied at the School of Arts and Crafts in Krefeld and later at the Academy in Düsseldorf. He relocated to Berlin in 1962. In the Sixties he was a driving force behind various art and avant-garde movements, and wrote a number of art manifestos as well as two collections of poetry. In 1976 he became a professor at the Academy of Fine Arts Karlsruhe, and in 1986 he was appointed rector of the Arts Academy in Düsseldorf. He was the head of one of Europe's most prestigious art academies for a record 21 years. In addition to painting, Lüpertz also works in sculpture – the exhibition at the Zdeněk Sklenář Gallery also presents this part of his work. 
A. R. Penck was born Ralf Winkler in Dresden in 1939. As a child he witnessed the bombing of his hometown during World War II, and this experience left a deep impression on him. War motifs were later reflected in his work. From 1955 he tried to get into the art schools in Dresden and Berlin, but the doors to the Academy remained closed to him for political reasons – the Stasi, the East German secret police, kept his family under surveillance. The Western art scene started to notice his work in the late Sixties, and Penck was invited to several major international exhibitions. He emigrated to West Germany in 1980. In 1989 he became a Professor at the Arts Academy in Düsseldorf. Painting became his dominant medium, but he has created a number of sculptures as well. He is also intensively involved in music, film and natural science. 
Both German artists, Markus Lüpertz and A. R. Penck, are currently presented in international literature as representatives of Neo-Expressionism. Both established themselves at artists during the 1960s. 
Lubomír Typlt was born in Jilemnice in 1975. He studied in the studios of Markus Lüpertz, Gerhard Merz and A. R. Penck at the Arts Academy in Düsseldorf in 1998–2005, completing his studies under Penck. Two different movements can be found in his work: one is purely expressive, marked by the urgent crudeness of garish, loud colours and strong message, while the second group of works are Constructivist in character. These include the Turbines paintings, large compositions of mechanical elements tinged with Dadaism.

Zdeněk Sklenář Gallery prepared the works by Markus Lüpertz, A. R. Penck and Lubomír Typlt for the Prague exhibition in cooperation with Galerie Michael Werner, which has represented both German artists since its beginning in the 1960s. Today Galerie Michael Werner is one of the world's leading galleries, as evidenced in the recognition Michael Werner received at the Cologne Art Fair this year. He received the 2011 Art Cologne Prize, awarded by the Federal Association of German Art Galleries for his remarkable contribution in the field of promoting art and his fifty years of work towards increasing the recognition of German art in the international context.
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